English II Midterm 2011-2012


Name:  ___________________________________________Date:  ________________Period:  _____

DIRECTIONS Read the following selections and then answer the questions.

from Tío Nano

Lionel G. García

Hernando Carrejo, Tío Nano we called him, was a master at timing his visits at mealtime. We could see him coming from the highway by the courthouse two blocks away, stooped from the weight of two suitcases full of clothes to be sold to the people living in the south Texas ranches. From his home in Laredo, he would take the bus or hitch a ride that would get him past Freer and around the ranching community of La Rosita. From there he would work his way through the ranches showing off his wares. In a few days, hungry and tired, he would find his way back to the main road and hitch a ride to San Diego to see his favorite cousin, my grandmother. 

Then came the depression, and my grandmother grew tired of feeding and housing so many people, especially Tío Nano, who ate enough for two men, and we were told to be on the lookout for him. Anyone seeing Tío Nano coming down the road was to alert my grandmother, giving her time to hide not only the food she was cooking, but herself. We were supposed to tell him she was not home, that she had left town. 

We were playing out in the street close to the courthouse one late morning when an old black car coming from the direction of Freer stopped at the corner. We heard Tío Nano’s distinctive slurred voice thanking the driver for the ride and we saw him climb out of the car, shiny rear-end first, having a difficult time getting his suitcases out from the back seat. We dropped everything and ran home before he could turn around to see us.

My grandmother was in the kitchen when we arrived. 

“What in Heaven’s name happened to you?” she asked. 

“Tío Nano,” Cota managed to spit out before going to the faucet to get a drink of water. 
“He’s here?” my grandmother inquired, her face ashen, looking at all of us one at a time. 

“Yes,” we said. 

“God in Heaven,” she cried out. “I have to hide the food.”

She grabbed for two dirty hand towels to grasp the pot of boiling beans and rushed with it into the bathroom. She came running out of the bathroom and snatched the plate of tortillas and raced it to the bathroom where she had just hidden the beans. As she was running back out, she said, “Tell him I’m gone. Tell him I left. Went to Alice to buy groceries, and I won’t return until . . . Well, not today. That won’t work. Tell him I got sick and had to go see Dr. Dunlap.”

from Uncles

Margaret Atwood

Once in a while Susanna’s mother would make an appearance on the porch.

“Susanna, don’t show off,” she would say, or, “Susanna, don’t pester your uncles.” Then an uncle would say, “She’s no trouble, Mae.” Mostly Susanna’s mother stayed in the kitchen, doing the dishes along with the aunts, which in Susanna’s opinion was where they belonged.

It was the aunts who brought most of the food for the Sunday dinners. They would arrive with roasts, lemon meringue pies, cookies, jars of their own pickles. Her mother might cook some potatoes, or make a jellied salad. Not a great deal was expected of her, because she was a war widow; she was still getting over the loss, and she had a child to bring up single-handed. On the outside it didn’t seem to bother her. She was cheerful and rounded, and slow-moving by nature. The uncles had clubbed together to buy her the house, because she was their little sister, they had all grown up on a farm together, they were close.

The aunts had a hard time forgiving this. It would come up at the dinner table, in oblique references to how you had to scrimp to meet two sets of mortgage payments. The uncles would look at their wives with baffled reproach, and pass their plates down to Susanna’s mother for another helping of mashed potatoes. You could not turn your own flesh and blood out on the streets to starve. Susanna knew this because she heard an uncle saying it as he lumbered down the front walk to his car.

“You didn’t have to get such a big house,” the aunt said. “It’s almost as big as ours.” Her high heels clipped on the cement as she hurried to keep up. All of the aunts were small, brisk women, with short legs.

Susanna was rocking in the giant white wicker rocker on the porch. She stopped rocking and scrunched down so her head was out of sight, to listen in.

“Come on, Adele,” said the uncle. “You wouldn’t want them living in a hut.”

“She could get a job.” This was an insult and the aunt knew it. It would mean that the uncle could not provide.

“Who would look after Susanna?” said the uncle, coming to a stop while he hunted for his keys. “Not you, that’s for sure.” There was a note of bitterness in the uncle’s voice that was new to Susanna.  She felt sorry for him. For the aunt she felt no pity.

Name:  ___________________________________________Date:  ________________Period:  _____

Comprehension [4 points each, 13 questions]
Part I Directions:  Answer these questions about the excerpt from “Tio Nano.”

1.)  Which of the following characters tells the story of Tio Nano?

A.  the grandmother



C.  a doctor

B.  a grandchild



D.  an uncle

2.)  In lines 1-8 which quotation helps you infer Tio Nano’s motivation?

A.  “ate enough for two men”

B.  “we could see him coming from the highway”

C.  “stooped from the weight of two suitcases”

D.  “was a master at timing his visits at mealtime”

3.)  From lines 1-8, you can infer that Tio Nano’s occupation is most likely that of a

A.  salesman




C.  rancher

B.  bus driver  



D.  lawyer

4.)  What motivates the grandmother in the story to change her feelings about feeding Tio Nano?

A.  Tio Nano’s appetite seems to increase every time he visits.

B.  The depression has made it harder for her to feed and house her relatives.

C.  There is no room for Tio Nano and his two heavy suitcases.

D.  She is tired of cooking all day long for the children.

5.)  How are Tio Nano and the grandmother in the story alike?

A.  They both enjoy riding around in the south Texan countryside.

B.  They both become tired from working so hard.

C.  They both use the children to give other people false information.

D.  They both are ill often and cannot get their work down.

6.)  How does the grandmother react to the news of Tio Nano’s arrival?

A.  She prepares a big meal to welcome him to the house.

B.  She gets sick and runs out to the doctor’s office.

C.  She sends the children out to play for the afternoon.

D.  She hides the food and asks the children to say she is gone.

Part II Directions:  Answer these questions about the excerpt from “Uncles.”

7.)  From lines 1-5, what can you infer about the relationship between Susanna and her uncles?

A.  She annoys them.

B.  They get along well

C.  The uncles ignore her.

D.  They don’t talk much.

8.)  In lines 26-27, Adele knowingly insults her husband’s

A.  honesty




C.  pride
B.  loyalty




D.  determination

9.)  What is the uncles’ main motivation for buying their sister a house?

A.  They want to keep their sister and Susanna from living with them.

B.  They want to cause their wives extra work.

C.  They think their sister needs a house big enough for the Sunday dinners.

D.  They care about their sister and Susanna as family members.

10.)  What is the most likely reason that Susanna hides on the porch and listens to her aunt and uncle’s conversation?

A.  alarm

B.  curiosity

C.  boredom

D.  indifference

11.)  Which generalization could you make about the aunts?

A.  They enjoy cooking and doing the dishes after dinner.

B.  They behave graciously toward Susanna and her mother.

C.  They resent their husbands’ support of Susanna’s mother.

D.  They are nice to Susanna because they wish they had daughters.

12.)  Which generalization could you make about the uncles?

A.  They expect family members to help one another.

B.  They have no disappointments in their lives.

C.  The Sunday dinners are their favorite weekly events.

D.  They sympathize with their wives’ disapproval.

Part III Directions:  Answer this question about both selections.

13.)  Which of the following generalizations could you make about the main characters in both selections?

A.  They want to acquire better cars and better houses.

B.  Family relationships are not always easy.
C.  They believe that children should be seen but not heard.

D.  The uncles are unpopular with everyone else in the family.

Vocabulary [2 points each, 7 questions]
Part IV Directions:  Use context clues and the Latin definitions to answer the following questions.

14.)  The Latin word ob means “toward,” and the root liqu means “slanting.”  What does the word oblique mean “Uncles”?

The aunts had a hard time forgiving this. It would come up at the dinner table, in 
oblique references to how you had to scrimp to meet two sets of mortgage 
payments. 
A.  exact

B. indirect

C. dishonest

D. misunderstood

15.)  The prefix dis- means “apart,” and the Latin root stinct means “to separate.”  What does distinctive mean in “Tio Nano”?


We heard Tío Nano’s distinctive slurred voice thanking the driver for the ride and 
we saw him climb out of the car, shiny rear-end first, having a difficult time getting 
his suitcases out from the back seat. 

A.  different

B.  common

C.  likely

D.  clear

16.)  The word difficult in line 17 of “Tio Nano” contains the root of the Latin word facilis and the prefix dis-.  If dis- means “not” in the word difficult, what does facilis mean?

A.  fake

B.  easy

C.  dizzy

D.  challenging

Part V Directions:  Use your knowledge of connotation and denotation to answer the following questions.  The line numbers will help you find the words in the excerpt from “Uncles.”

17.)  What connotation does the word clubbed have?

The uncles had clubbed together to buy her the house, because she 


was their little  sister, they had all grown up on a farm together,


they were close.

A.  friendliness

B.  snobbery

C.  violence

D.  unity

18.)  Choose the word that has most nearly the same connotation as the word lumbered.

Susanna knew this because she heard an uncle saying it as he lumbered 


down the front walk to his car.

A.  walked

B.  marched

C.  trudges

D.  staggered

Part VI Directions:  Use your knowledge of connotation and denotation to answer the following questions.  The line numbers will help you find the words in the excerpt from “Tio Nano.”

19.)  The connotation of the word stooped in line 3 suggests that Tio Nano

We could see him coming from the highway by the courthouse two blocks 


away, stooped from the weight of two suitcases full of clothes to be sold to the 
people 
living in the south Texas ranches. 
A.  looked down on other people

B.  had a submissive personality

C.  was weary from this work

D.  was a weak person
20.)  What connotation does the word spit have?

“Tío Nano,” Cota managed to spit out before going to the faucet to 


get a drink of water. 
A.  urgency

B.  anger

C.  sloppiness

D.  disrespect
SHORT ANSWER [#21 = 8 points, #22 = 6 points]

Part VII Directions: Use your knowledge of characterization to answer the following short answer questions.  You can write your responses on the form provided.

21.) Name the two types of characterization that are used to reveal the grandmother’s character in “Tío Nano.”  Explain an example of each type of characterization.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

22.) Name three of Susanna’s character traits in the excerpt from “Uncles.”  Support each trait with examples from the selection.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer Key
	#
	Skill(GLE)
	Answer Key
	Point Value

	1
	Identify speaker (2.4bL)
	B
	4

	2
	Character Motivation (2.4bL)
	D
	4

	3
	Identify character (2.4bL)
	A
	4

	4
	Character Motivation (2.4bL)
	B
	4

	5
	Character comparison (2.4g)
	B
	4

	6
	Summarize (2.3a)
	D
	4

	7
	Character comparison (2.4g)
	B
	4

	8
	Summarize (2.3a)
	C
	4

	9
	Character Motivation (2.4bL)
	D
	4

	10
	Character Motivation (2.4bL)
	B
	4

	11
	Summarize (2.3a)
	C
	4

	12
	Summarize (2.3a)
	A
	4

	13
	Compare characters (2.4g)
	B
	4

	14
	Vocab in Context (2.1)
	B
	3

	15
	Vocab in Context (2.1)
	A
	3

	16
	Vocab in Context (2.1)
	B
	3

	17
	Vocab in Context (2.2a)
	D
	3

	18
	Vocab in Context (2.2a)
	C
	3

	19
	Vocab in Context (2.2a)
	C
	3

	20
	Vocab in Context (2.2a)
	A
	3

	21
	Identify and support characterization (2.4bL)
	Drop down 0,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8
	8 (drop down)

	22
	Identify and support characterization (2.4bL)
	Drop down 0,1,2,3,4,5,6
	6 (drop down)


RUBRICS:

	#21
	0
	1-2
	3-4
	5-6
	7-8

	Support
	No evidence
	Barely any evidence
	Offers weak/insufficient evidence
	Offers some evidence
	Offers relevant examples to support response

	Understanding
	Off topic or incomprehensible
	makes very little sense
	unclear
	slightly unclear
	Demonstrates clear understanding of direct/indirect characterization 

	Accuracy
	No attempt
	Many inaccuracies
	Some inaccuracies
	Very few inaccuracies
	Response is accurate


	#22
	0
	1
	2-3
	4
	5-6

	Support
	No evidence
	Barely any evidence
	Offers weak/insufficient evidence
	Offers some evidence
	Offers relevant examples to support response

	Understanding
	Off topic or incomprehensible
	makes very little sense
	unclear
	slightly unclear
	Demonstrates clear understanding of direct/indirect characterization

	Accuracy
	No attempt
	Many inaccuracies
	Some inaccuracies
	Very few inaccuracies
	Response is accurate


